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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION ABOARD SOVIET VESSEL 

REF: STATE 229279 

1 . ON SEPTEMBER 16, EUR/SOV DEPUTY DIRECTOR EDGAR TOOK 
OCCASION OF CALL ON OTHER MATTERS BY SOVIET EMBASSY FIRST 
SECRETARY TREPYKHALIN TO CONVEY DEPARTMENT'S REGRET OVER 
THE INCIDENT DESCRIBED REFTEL, AND TO SAY THAT THERE WOULD 
BE A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION. (WE HAD ALREADY INFORMED THE 
EMBASSY OF THE INCIDENT AT OPENING OF BUSINESS.) 

2. TREPYKHALIN NOTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN OTHER SIMILAR 
INCIDENTS, AND SAID: "PERHAPS YOUR COAST GUARD COULD BE 
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VESSELS IN OUR PORTS IS A MATTER OF CONTINUING CONCERN. 

3. FOLLOWING ARE FURTHER DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT: AT 
12:15 A.M. ON SEPTEMBER 16, THE PILOT OF THE SOVIET VESSEL 
'IVAN SHEPATKOV" WHICH WAS DOCKED AT PIER 64 IN PORT 
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY NOTICED A DIVER IN THE WATER NEAR TH 
VESSEL AND REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM THE U.S. COAST GUARD. 

BEFORE THE COAST GUARD COULD ARRIVE, HOWEVER, A BOMB 
EXPLODED BELOW THE WATER LINE AT 12:40 A.M. THERE WERE NO 
CASUALTIES AND THE SHIP SUSTAINED MINIMAL DAMAGE. (THE 
EXPLOSION DID NOT PRODUCE A HOLE IN THE HULL.) 

4. THE COAST GUARD IMMEDIATELY BLOCKED OFF THE AREA 
SURROUNDING THE SHIP AND DISPATCHED DIVING TEAMS TO EXAMINE 
THE SHIP AND ANOTHER SOVIET VESSEL DOCKED IN THE PORT, THE 
"SKULTTUR VUCHETICH' 1 . THEY DISCOVERED NO OTHER BOMBING 
DEVICES. THE COAST GUARD ALERTED ALL STATIONS WHERE SOVIET 
VESSELS WERE DOCKED AND ASKED FOR INCREASED PROTECTION. 

ALSO, NEW YORK AUTHORITIES WERE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL PROTECTION TO SOVIET INSTALLATIONS LOCATED IN 
NEW YORK. 

5. AT 3:00 A.M. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS RECEIVED A CALL FROM 

A GROUP NAMED THE "OMEGA SEVEN", AN ANTI-COMMUNIST CUBAN 
ORGANIZATION, WHO CLAIMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ACT. ROBINSON 
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